
welcome! 



Before we begin: 
• Captions, speed of speaking, etc. 
• Cameras, eye contact, etc. 
• Chat 
• Silence and passing/refusing 
• “Raise hand” reaction button 
• “Expectations management” 

In this session I will: 
• Ask you to write something in the chat
• Show some slides with text & images
• Invite questions at any time, and specifically 

invite your participation in a few instances.  
• End at 5 minutes to the hour (10 minute break 

before next session) 



who are you? 
how are you? 
where are you? 



who are you? 
how are you? 
where are you? 

Compose a 4 line, 
4 syllables per line, 
poem in the chat:

1-2-3-4
1-2-3-4
1-2-3-4
1-2-3-4 



What is feminist environmental humanities?
How does this question relate to this symposium, and our time together? 
What will our time together over the next 7 (non-continuous) days consist of? 



We propose that feminist studies are particularly well-situated to analyse the 
paradox of what ‘we humans’ want as we gaze into the eyes of planetary 
catastrophe. 

Desire, pleasure, and subjectivity, on the one hand, and resistance to and 
refusal of political norms and certain modes of subjection, on the other, are 
cornerstones of feminist scholarship. And, perhaps even more centrally, the 
impossible necessity of articulating some kind of ‘we’ – where hopes for 
solidarity chafe against the violence of a Western liberal universal subject –
has long been a feminist quarry. 



As such, we ask: How can ‘creature comforts’ be imagined otherwise 
through intersectional feminist lenses of erotics, care, justice and 
responsibility? And what does it mean to say that ‘we are all in this together’ 
when we are clearly in this in all kinds of very different ways? 

What we also want is for the question of want in 
the context of planetary environmental crisis both 
to benefit from the insights of intersectional 
feminist scholarship and to give back to those long-
standing struggles for justice. Here ‘what do we 
want?’ is answered by a call for things to be 
radically otherwise. But how?



“feminist environmental humanities” 
WHAT? 
Climate catastrophe is a symptom of corrupt relation; there is no 
“environmentalism” without social justice. [environmental]

Feminist attention to bodies, feeling, care, pleasure, desire, power, trauma, 
oppression, difference, solidarity, labour, and more, offers indispensable tools 
for thinking with and through climate catastrophe.[humanities]

Unless feminism commits to anticolonialism, antiracism, queer and trans 
liberation, disability justice, and more, how can it be feminism? [feminist]

There are many ways to tell this story.  



“feminist environmental humanities” 
HOW? 
• interdisciplinary practices
• Includes arts-based and practice-based ways of knowing & learning 
• attention to situated knowledges, learning alongside and in the 

presence of others 
• attention to the limits of knowledge 



From Vanessa Watts, “Indigenous Place-Thought and Agency…”  

Can something 
else exist 

somewhere 
around here? 



“feminist environmental humanities” 
WHY? 
Other worlds are possible. 
Other worlds are all around us. 
Contributing to their flourishing requires learning and unlearning ideas, 
tactics, strategies, methods. 
Courage is infectious and things happen in community (and there are 
many actual and possible communities). 
Learning begins with paying attention. 



FEHSS 2022 – this symposium 

• Responding to this place and time: emerging, feeling our way around, 
listening, attuning 
• Doing this in community comprising both common and different 

interests, locations, investments 
• Learning from others’ ideas, tactics, images, experiences with listening 

and attuning 
• Gathering some ideas for what’s next (personally, planetarily) 



Our time together: 

Workshop: AM Kanngieser
Lectures: Camila Marambio/Ariel Bustamante & Janelle Baker
Seminars: Laura and Astrida
Individual Offerings: in seminar groups on Days 6 & 7 
One-to-one sessions: Sign up for a session with either Laura or Astrida
Closing session: where next? 
Questions: email me, or hop on 10 minutes before 3 pm PST 



Seminars: 

LAURA: 
• Anastasia Khodyreva
• Dani Pierson
• Hung-Fei Wu
• Lyb Makin
• Madeline Donald
• Ren Yu 
• Joanne Peers

ASTRIDA
• Anniyah Omardien
• Kaitlin Blanchard
• Karin Bolender
• Mar Alzamora
• Margarida Mendes
• Olga Koroleva
• Satu Herala
• Melissa Plisic



Individual seminars/ “offerings”
On Day 6 or 7, you will be invited to guide your seminar group in a 15 minute “offering”, where you 
will introduce the others to:

• a thought, an idea, an inspiration, a tactic, a tool, a spell … 
• drawn from your own practice/research …
• braided in some way with what the symposium’s lectures/readings/discussions have offered you

Your offering can be:
• interactive and/or performative; formal or informal; a finished work or a work-in-progress; a 

discussion and/or a presentation; audacious, experimental, risky … 

30 minutes will be allotted to discuss all of the session’s offerings as a group.

How might your offering be useful or inspirational to others in their own practice? 
How might your offering continue to build community in this group? 
How  might your offering push your own thinking/practice further? 


